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During the Covid days, ‘Pollappu’ and ‘Vibhavanam’ were two short films that grabbed the
attention of many. The dance by one of the actors in the short films prompted a search for
the artist. On contacting her over phone, her humble reply was,”Oh no! | don’t think myself
that talented, instead | will suggest one of our team members if you would write about him.”
That was how we got to know the artist-actor Ratheesh. As time passed, this gifted artist
faded from memory. Also, with the birth of her second baby, she got too busy to be active
on social media.

The main attraction of the grand and memorable mini TB meet conducted by the Ernakulam
chapter on the 26th of October was its emcee. Her face seemed familiar. At last she came
over to introduce herself. “Earlier, we used to talk quite often. | took a break from all
activities for a while. This is actually my comeback.”

This skilled artist who brightly handled the entire programme with ease, with her presence
of mind, expressive eloquence, humour and innovative presentation, and captivated
everyone’s heart is today’s Talented Banker:

ChitraGR

State Bank of India
Administrative Office,
Ernakulam

Chitra was born in Thamarassery, Kozhikode, to Sri. K.T. Jayarajan, a retired Deputy Manager
of State Bank of India, and Baby Geetha, a retired Headmistress. She did her schooling from
Alphonsa Senior Secondary School till her 12th grade. During this period, she had won many
prizes in the various literary writing competitions conducted by Sahodaya.

She did her graduation in Zoology from the Providence Women’s College, Kozhikode. She
was the College Union Vice Chairperson during this time. Chitra graduated with second rank
from the University of Calicut and appeared in the entrance test of State Bank of India. She
received her appointment letter to join SBI while pursuing her first semester of post-
graduation in Zoology. Though she couldn’t complete her academic studies immediately, she
completed her post-graduation in Zoology and English literature through distance education,



while working in the bank.

Her banking career began at the SBI Koduvally branch. After a year, she got posted at the
Thamarassery branch — a newly opened branch where the entire staff strength consisted of
herself, Branch Manager and a cashier. There she learned a variety of banking tasks. Then
she got transferred to the Palayam branch.

In 2012, she got married to Madhavan, an officer at SBI, belonging to Ottappalam
Vaniyamkulam, and son to Ashok Nair and Sukumari, both teachers. In 2015, Chitra joined
the bank’s Ottapalam branch, a place that completely changed her life. During her tenure,
she achieved great success in several bank campaigns, attaining the bank targets, and
receiving many accolades. Unforgettable memories!! It was in Ottappalam branch that she
got the opportunity to leave her mark in non-banking activities and rekindle her talents. She
along with her colleagues such as Ramya Krishnan, a talented dancer still working at
Ottapalam branch, actor and artist Ratheesh, Vasudevan and Sanal Kumar working in the
nearby branches, brought to life the short films ‘Pollappu’ and ‘Vibhavanam’, and many
dance videos. It is through these artistic endeavours that she became well-known in the
world of art and among the bank employees. Chitra and friends fully utilized the free time
provided by COVID, performing without direct interaction, through individual contributions
that were beautifully collaborated.

When Madhavan got selected as a faculty member at the Learning and Development
Institute of the bank, Chitra moved to Ernakulam with him.

After her second maternity leave, Chitra joined the Ernakulam Administrative Office as an
assistant to the Chief Manager in the Human Resources Department. She also handles the
liaison work for hospitals in the Ernakulam District affiliated with the bank, and manages the
affairs of pensioners of the State Bank of India.

In the years 2022, 2023 and 2024, Chitra took the initiative to organise many events like the
Bank Day Celebrations and women empowerment programs like the “Naari Shakti 2024”,
and host the events. For the Women's Day celebrations of 2024, Chitra was one of the few
ladies selected to be honoured by the Chief General Manager of the bank's
Thiruvananthapuram Circle, Bhuvaneshwari Madam.

Chitra has a fond memory of her experience as the host of the “Naari Shakti” program. The
renowned violinist, Roopa Revathi praised Chitra for her eloquence in conducting the event.

Chitra had not learnt classical dance. Though she visited Pournami Dance School taking her
elder daughter to learn dance, she too ended up being a student there. She was thrilled to
share her experience dancing at the Ernakulam Fine Arts hall during the Pournami School's
anniversary celebrations.

Recently, she got the golden opportunity to attend a training program held for sound artists



conducted by the Aakasavaani.

Chitra's brother, Rangith, is an engineer in the UK. His wife, Dr. Gayathri, also works there.

Though she holds our TB group close to her heart, her first experience of a TB live event was
the mini TB meet held at Ernakulam on October 26th. Chitra is indebted to the event's
organiser, Rosemary, who gave her the opportunity to mesmerise the audience with her
brilliant compering skills. What brought her even more joy was the dance performance she
presented with her cousin, Anuranj.

Chitra loves to spend all time with her family. She cherishes the moments she gets to share
with her daughters - Anwitha Madhavan, a 5th-grade student at the Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Kochi naval base, and 3-year-old Ambika Madhavan.

One of Chitra's dreams is to make her presence felt at the next TB Meet, and she hopes to
continue shining bright as both a dancer and an emcee. The TB family wishes her all success
in this endeavour.



